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Case Studies

SubURB 
The Kiasma-theatre organised during 2002-2005 various manifold subURB courses in the East Helsinki district and Kurkimäki, Myllypuro, Kontula, Vesala. The participants were children and young people aged 5-25 years. The courses had a total of 1149 different aged participants. The objective was to develop new procedures and models to enable dialogue between art institutions and the suburban young. In addition the aim was to pay attention to youth culture, lower the threshold on understanding arts and support manifold culture. SubURB brought an international level to urban arts in the suburbs. The main international performer of the URB-festival performed and taught in the suburbs during the festival. The youth themselves both performed and attended the festival. URB in the suburbs paved the way for professionalism and some of the youth participating in the festival worked as workshop leaders. Producer Virve Sutinen from Kiasma-theatre will showcase SubURB as part of the URB-festival concept.  
The Human Mind – young people as culture course producers
Each year Annantalo Arts Centre organizes different themed culture courses for Helsinki schools. Different phases of life are dealt with through art and culture. During the courses the participants go for example to art exhibitions, movies, theatres, dance perfromances and listen to lectures by professionals and participate in workshops. The method combines audience education and art education. According to the theme of the seminar, Annantalo gave the students from Vartiokylä upper level comprehensive school a chance to work as producers of their own culture course. The youth chose a theme (the human mind: hate, love, evil and passion), the framework and the events for the course. The case is presented by students from Vartiokylä upper level comprehensive school and by teacher Marja Rikaniemi.
      The Perfect Opposites

The participants aged 13-17 years were found from East Helsinki youth centres to take part in a dance movie project. Previous experience in dance or in filmmaking was not required. 
Choreographer-filmmaker Satu Tuomisto and composer-filmmaker Roger Olivere-Mapp found an energetic girl group to make their first short film. The girls chose friendship as the theme of their film and they participated in the directing, filming and dancing of the movie.  
The film had its premiere at Merirastila youth centre on Valentine’s Day 2007. As an introduction to the short film Perfect Opposites – A Dance Film on the Importance of Friendship part of the girls involved in the project will share their experiences and thoughts on the process. The case is presented by audience education worker Katja Kirsi from Zodiak – Centre for New Dance.    
      The City of Stories and the Forests Woven of Myths
Is it possible to transfer rules, styles, themes and functions familiar from games to other fields of culture? In storytelling games improvisation is used together with rules, which are in fact tools with which to guide the style, theme, composition and so on of the story. The storytelling game is usually played in a group and everyone tells a part of the same story. Competing against other participants is not the point – playing the game itself and the fiction produced is central and a win-lose structure is not needed. From these parts storytelling games are related to role games and live role plays in which rules support the existence of a fictional world for the player. Storytelling games are an interesting hybrid of written literature and game culture. With simple tools you can build entire fantasy worlds. The use of game and literature as a method can be applied to many things. The case is presented by game designer Pekko Koskinen together with young word artists Laura Kontiainen and Esa Piirainen.
      Q-theatre’s Youth Group
The youth theatre group consists of twelve participants aged 14-17 years, who have been chosen by coincidence and without any entrance examination. The aim has been to activate young people to use theatre when viewing the world and help them find a channel by which they can learn about themselves and express themselves. It is meant especially for young people whose threshold to participate in hobbies with entrance exams is too high. The Q-theatre’s youth group is a “pressure free” and “result free” arena where you can explore yourself, your courage and limits, as well as increase courage to look at others with an open mind. The theatre’s youth group is purely a hobby based activity not educational for possible future studies. The case is presented by youngsters from the theatre’s youth group and by Jaana Taskinen from Q-theatre.  

      Young Manga Hobbyists and Cartoonists Planning the Japan Pop Exhibition and Side-          
      events

Manga- from Hokusai to Dragon Ball was seen at Tennispalatsi Art Museum as part of the Japan Pop Exhibition introducing Japanese contemporary art and popular culture in the spring of 2005. The Finnish manga and anime fans and a few Finnish manga cartoonists took part in the production of the side-events. The exhibition included a small Finnish manga department built in collaboration with the young. The collaboration resulted in a mutual advantage and in joy from beginning to end. The knowledge, contacts and efficient informing to hobbyists around Finland guaranteed the public with sufficient information about the exhibition and its side-events. The young were given the chance to learn about museum procedures and they were able to contribute to it on their own behalf. The case is presented from the youth’s point of view by Anime-magazine editor-in-chief and Manga activist Kyuu Eturautti (dressed in a cosplay costume). Tennispalatsi Art Museum is represented by educational curator Arja Miller.
